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REV. DANIEL THACKARA. 


In the death of Rev. Daniel Thackara, 
of Woodbury, the New Jersey Train- 
ing School has lost one of its 
staunchest and most loyal friends. 
For fourteen years a member of our 
Board of Directors, almost until the 
time of his death he was faithful in 
his attendance. He was ever wise in 
his counsel and earnest in his desire to 
widen our field of usefulness. The 
officers and employes will miss his 
ever kindly words of cheer and en- 
couragement, and also his advice and 
opinions in the weighty matters con- 
cerning the welfare of the School. 

Mr. Thaekara was a_ self-educated 
man and had many interests, being 
at various times a farmer, a_brick- 
manufacturer, a real-estate dealer, a 
ecoal-dealer, and owning extensive 
forests in Virginia, from which lum- 
ber was shipped to the Eastern cities. 

He entered the ministry of the 
Methodist Protestant Church more 
than forty years ago, and altho he act- 
ed as Pastor for the Westville Chureh 
and contributed largely toward its ex- 
penses, he never aceepted any salary 
or other remuneration. 

His work for the cause of temper- 
ance in Gloueester County and es- 
pecially as President of the Gloucester 
County Temperance’ Alliance, did 
much to reduee the number’ of 
licensed taverns in that county 
between 1874 and 1890, and _ be- 
cause of his efforts there has been 
no ordinance permitting the sale of 
liquors on the statutes of Woodbury 
for more than a quarter of a century. 

Asa member of the County Bible 
Society he gave material assistance, 
both financial and otherwise, in pro- 
viding the destitute with the Word of 


God. He was also an active worker 
in the Sunday-Sehool Association, 
the Young Peoples’ Association (now 
the Y. M. C. A. of Woodbury), and 
the West Jersey Orphanage at Cam- 
den, of which last he was Vice- 
President from 1890 until the time of 
his death. 

The funeral services were held on 
February 27th, at his late home in 
Woodbury. and were largely attended 
by people from various parts of the 
State. 

Always generous and_ noble, his 
memory will live in the hearts of 
those who knew him. 


BASKETRY WITH OUR CHILDREN. 


Part of the manual training given 
to the feeble-minded is instruction in 
basket-weaving. Physical culture 
gives the child general control of all 
of the muscles of the body. Wood- 
carving, sewing and basketry give 
special training to the arm, hand and 
fingers. Basketry has several ad- 
vantages over other lines of manual 
training, in that the child learns to 
use his fingers more quickly and dex- 
terously. A great number of our 
children have poor control over their 
fingers. Braiding, cord-knotting and 
basket-weaving train them . to use 
their fingers, and in the using, the 
fingers become stronger and more 
flexible. The feeble-minded ehild 
tires so easliy of one kind of oceu- 
pation that if is necessary to find 
many for it, and thru the medium of 
these varied occupations a definite 
thought or idea is carried to its un- 
eertain mind. Then, too, the child 
must be interested in its work or 
very little can be done for it. Most 
of the boys and girls love the weav- 
ing of baskets, especially after they 
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have once mastered the art. The bas- 
kets can be made so pretty and at- 
tractive, and our children particularly 
like pretty, bright things. Ideas 
of form, design, and combinations 
of coloring are also created, and the 
thought that he has actually fashioned 
something with his own hands and 
mind makes even the slowest child 
feel that he is of some importance in 
his own little world. 

Speaking of making things pretty 
and attractive; last fall the children 
went out into the corn-field and 
gathered the husks,—enough to last 
us all winter. They cut these into 
strips of about an inch wide and 
braided them into long strands, then 
wove a broad band of the braiding 
into the baskets. This made a very 
pretty decoration. The natural color- 
ing of the corn-husk far more 
beautiful than any artificial color that 
could be given to other material. 
The gathering of the corn-husks gave 
the children a great deal of pleasure, 
besides proving a saving of the more 
expensive raphia. In addition to 
weaving the braided husk into bas- 
kets, several children fashioned gar- 
den hats out of it for themselves. 

The small children who came to 
this class from the Kindergarten room 
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last fall have been braiding with 
husk all winter, and sewing dolls’ 


hats, baskets, mats, ete. It has been 
excellent training for their fingers; 
the work has not been too fine and it 
is pliable, therefore easily managed 
by little hands as well as big ones. 
All of the children, both large and 


small, come to the room interested 
and always ready for a new piece 
of work. BR. 


The members of the Appropriation 
Committee of the New Jersey Legisla- 
ture visited the three Institutions at 
Vineland in March. They seemed 
much pleased with all that they saw, 
and expressed themselves as well- 


satisfied with the way in which the 
is spent. 


State’s money 





~ SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS. 


Our six weeks Summer School for 
Teachers begins July 10th and closes 
August 19th. The course of study will 
cover all phases of work with back- 
ward or feeble-minded children. 
The lectures will be divided into six 
sections, as follows: 


Sec. I. The general subject of Back- 
ward and Feeble-minded Children, both 
in Institutions and in the Public 
a 

II. Causes of this Condition, 
Chohtiiieatene Aim of the Work, etc. 

Ske. III. The Sociological Bearing of 
this subject and methods of caring for 
this class. 

Src. IV. Mental, Moral, Physical 
and Manual Training and the Methods 
Pursued. 

SkEc. V. A series of lectures by 
members of our Medical Staff on the 
Pathological and Medical Phases of the 
-——"% 

VI. One or two lectures on the 
Oo ot Backwardness. 


The ‘*‘Children’s Gardens’”’ have al- 
ready been started by the regular 
teachers and will form the basis of the 


lectures on School Gardens and 
Nature Work. 
A number of our regular classes 


will be in session thruout the term and 
will serve as laboratories, and one- 
half of each school day will spent 
in these Ample time al- 
lowed for the inspection of all forms 
of institution work and training. 

Our methods of discipline, whieh 
are based eutirely upon the idea of en- 
couragement, will be fully explained 
and can seen in operation. The 
course will contain but little theory 
and a great deal of practice. 

A fee of $35.00 payable in advance, 
will be charged. This includes board 
at the School. For those who prefer 


be 


classes. is 
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to live in Vineland a fee of $10.00 
will be charged. 
The ‘Teacher’s Entertainment”’ 


this month was given by the pupils of 
Miss Ruloff’s classes. The program 
was excellent and enjoyed by all. 
More real training and pleasure were 
combined in the unique ‘‘band”’ 
(bells, whips, glasses, ete.) than ean 
be realized without hearing it play. 


THE TRAINING SCHOOL 





The Training School. 
Published monthly by the New Jersey 
Training School for Feeble-Minded Girls 
and Boys, Vineland, N. J. We wish this 
paper to be self-supporting. Send sub- 


scriptions (25c. per annum) to E. R. 
Johnstone, Superintendent. 


The School was founded and incor- 
porated as a public charitable institu- 
tion in 1888 by a number ofthe philan- 
thropic citizens of the State. It is built 
upon the cottage plan, so that close class- 
ification is possible, and is intended to 
give care and training to those children 
whose mental condition prevents their 
attending the public schools. 
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If you receive a coin card with your 
paper this month your subscription 
has expired. We do not charge up 
back subscriptions to our friends, as 
many papers do, but we do not wish 
to discontiuue your paper. It only 
takes 25e. to keep you in touch with 
the work of the School for a year. 


The ‘‘Mask and Wig’’ Club, of 
Vineland, presented to our children 
their farce ‘*The Vinelanders.’’ It 
was full of sparkling fun, good songs 
and clever hits, and the children en- 
joyed it from start to finish. We 
hope we may be so fortunate as to 
hear them again. 


Mr. Davidson’s reeent talk on 
Spring Birds has reawakened the in- 
terest in our feathered friends, and 
all are eagerly watebing for the 
nesting time. 


We are indebted to Rev. D. H. 
King, D. D. for a most instructive, 
illustrated talk on the Holy Land. 
The lantern slides were very fine, and 
Dr. King told the story in such a 
simple and interesting manner thet 
the children enjoyed it very much. 


DONATIONS. 


Donations of every description can 
be used to good advantage in such a 
School as this. We have many 
children who have no one to provide 
for them. 

A large quantity of nice clothing 
from Mrs. W. R. Bennett, Vineland is 
gratefully acknowledged. 


The Piano Fund continues to’ grow 
and we hope that a few more months 
will see the entire amount raised. 
We wish to thank the following 
friends for their gifts to this fund: 


Mrs. John S. West, $3 00 
Mr. Meyer Goldman, 1 00 
Mrs. Jennie N. Roth, 2 00 
A Friend, 1 00 


As announced in our‘last number 
we count upon a certain sum each 
year to come in as donations for the 
support of free pupils, necessary ad- 
ditions to our buildings, ete. There 
is still needed about three hundred 
and fifty dollars by the middle of May. 
Since the first of February we have 
received the following: 


Mrs. H.C. Hirt, Newark, $ 2 00 
Miss R. 8S. Matlack, Moorestown, 5 00 
Miss H. H. Stokes, Cinnaminson 1 00 
Mrs. Mary N. Glover, Haddonfield, 10 0u 
Mrs Henry S. Morris, Vineland, 5 00 
Presbyterian and Baptist Churches, 


P Greenwich, 
apt. Chas. Miller, Greenwich, 
rs. Anna Haberkorn, New York, 
rs. Gustave Nies. Elizabeth, 
rs. Henry 8. Paulding, Daretown, 
rs. C. 8. Perham, Walden, N. Y. 
rs. Robert Porter, Bridgeton, 
Ir. Wm.E. Zeller, Vineiand. 
Mr. George Wood Bacon, N. Y., 
Miss Louise 8. Blake, Trenton, 
Mrs. A. O. Dayton, Bala, Pa., 
ag agg a gg ae 

iss A. M. Brakeley, Bordentown, 
Mr. Louis Edson, Vineland, 
Mr. Philip Unsworth, Vineland, 
Mr. G.J. Keller, Vineland, 
Bernstein Mfg. Co., Phila., 
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Gifts of five dollars or more give 
membership in our Association for 
the current year. We hope our 
friends will help us to close the 
School year with the full amount 
needed, so that nothing may suffer 
from lack of funds. A word to 
a well-to-do friend may help to carry 
on the work. Will you not say it? 
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 
By Supt. E. R. Johnstone. 

(Presented to the New Jersey State 
Conference of Charities and Correction, 
held at Trenton, N. J. Feb. 16, 17, 18.) 

(Continued) 

Is it not better for the State to 
spend a few hundred dollars taking 
eare of a neurotic child, man or 
woman, and by giving it permanent 
custody prevent its bringing into the 
world a family of three, four or five 
the same or worse than itself, than to 
leave it at large, and then several 
generations later, find itself eonfront- 
ed with actually dozens or hundreds 
of defectives, who becoming a menace 
to society, require society to pay for 
its short-sightedness many times the 
original cost in trials, damages and 
the final care, to say nothing of the 
moral loss by such a state of affairs. 
Witness the Juke family in New York, 
the Ross family in Indiana, and the 
family of Rosie D—in Pennsylvania, 
every one of which has cost their 
state amounts running from one hun- 
dred thousand to over a million of 
dollars in the last seven or eight 
generations. 

I was almost tempted to add to the 
foregoing list the S—family in our own 
State, but I have not sufficient data to 
speak with certainty. As soon as we 
have our Commissioner of Charities, 
however, we may hope to get together 
in his office sueh records as will enable 
all of the institutions of the State to 
pick from their long list of waiting 
applicants, those who belong to the 
degenerate families and care for them 
first, thus checking this great stream 
much nearer its source than we are 
now able to do. 

Perhaps now, before the Commis- 
sioner has been appointed I may 
be permitted to say a few words 
which could not well be said later, 
concerning his office. 

It is hardly in place to attempt to 
diseuss fully the reason for a Commis- 
sioner rather than for a Board of 
Control or a State Board of Charities, 





or imdiond for ‘te Guselinns for the 
Insane and the Advisory Commission, 
suggested in a recent issue of the New 
Jersey Charities Review. I do wish to 
say afew words however. The first, 
I am sure none of us wanted; the 
second we found last year we could 
not get; the last would be an _ experi- 
ment and open to any objections that 
might be urged against a State Board 
of Charities., I do not believe that 
the plan of a single Commissioner has 
ever been tried anywhere before. 
The State Board of Charities is in 
successful operation in many states, 
but in at least one case the personnel 
of the Board has been so changed by 
the Governor, that, to say the least, 
the door has been opened to bring 
politics into the state institutions 
without the responsibility being placed 
where it belonged, excepting in the 
minds of those who had watched very 
closely the trend of events. The or- 
dinary citizen who pays the taxes and 
wants the charitable institutions out 
of polities takes only an indifferent 
view of these things, and does not 
realize until too late (if at all) what 
has actually happened. 

Instead of a Board appointed by the 
Governor and a Secretary elected by 
it, the Commissioner is appointed by 
the Governor, and all of his acts will 
be construed as the acts of the party 
in power. The danger of his becoming 
at some future time an instrument to 
bring the institutions of this State in- 
to politics is, it seems to me, too re- 
mote for consideration. We do not 
now suffer in New Jersey from poli- 
tics in our charitable and penal insti- 
tutions, and, as the Commissioner is 
to have as his Advisory Board the 
heads of all of the institutions re- 
ceiving State monies, and, as many 
of these Boards are appointed or 
elected by people entirely without 
the political horizon, the first move in 
that direction would bring down the 
wrath of the thousands of good citi- 
zens interested in these institutions, 
and would quickly turn out not only 
the Commissioner, but also the party 
which was back of him, for in this 
case it would at once be evident what 
was being done and who was doing it. 

(To Be Continued.) 








